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UPDATES

Å¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ !ƴŘȅΩǎ tƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²²LL ǿŜƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ǿŜƭƭ ςas a result a woman 
ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƻǳƎƘǘƻƴ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŀƭōǳƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ

ÅSuccessful visit by Elizabeth Barrett last Wednesday ςElizabeth is researching her ancestors, the 
Huddlestons.

ÅFeedback from Professor Angus Winchester re draft book ςsuggests two books, one on Medieval 
Millom, the other on the Civil War. Needs more research on Medieval Millom but hope to publish 
in October/November.

ÅVolunteer Jonathan Brind is visiting Carlisle Archive to photograph material from 1515 for the 
book.

Å¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƘŀǊƻƴ CŀǊǊŜƴΣ 5ǳŀƴŜΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ Ψ¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ 5ǳŀƴŜΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
September  to coincide with his grave stone being erected and a plaque Holy Trinity Church are 
erecting to him.

ÅSo that people can show their support for the History Society, the Committee have decided to re-
introduce the membership scheme.  If you want tp support the Society, please complete these 
and give them, with a £1 membership fee, to Margaret, our Membership Secretary.  Thank you.



Extract from Huddlestonsof 
Millom, The North Lonsdale Magazine and 
Furness Miscellany Vol 3

Rev T.N. Postlethwaite April 1899



EARLY MEDIEVAL (410-1066) Dark Ages
Frank Warriner, The Millom District, A History (1932):

ÅEarly 7th C. Angles (Germanic) settled in lowland plains around 
Whicham, Bootle, Kirksantonand Millom; left little but names:  
Bootle, Borwick Rails,Duddon, Dunningwell

Å10th C. Norse-Gaels (i.e. Vikings who mixed with Scottish, Irish 
and Gaels from the Isle of Man): river names, sheep scoring 
numbers, some place names: Birkby, Chapel Sucken, Haverigg, 
Lacra, Langthwaite, Houberg(Borwick Rails).

ÅFour churches: Bootle, Whicham, Kirksanton, Millom: in 1086 
church in Kirksantonreferred to as daughter of Millom church.



10th Century piece of cross found in 
1930 restoration of church

Manx patterns on sculpture of the 
Norse period at Stanwix and 
Millom, (1960), R. N. Bailey 
pattern, along with other similar 
decorative patterns found in 
western Scotland, the lands 
around the Irish Sea and in parts of 
Yorkshire show cultural unity 
amongst and contact between the 
Norse communities in those parts 
during the 10th and 11th 
centuries.



Originally thought to be Roman but now 
believed to be early Christian post Roman



Originally thought to be Roman but now generally 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ /ŜƭǘƛŎΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ {ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ 
doorstop



Several Anglo-Saxon Gaming Pieces found
This one by David Hartley



Anglo-Saxon Child's Lead Toy, found 
by David Hartley



MEDIEVAL PERIOD
1066-1485



PRIMARY EVIDENCE
ÅWritten:  
ÅDomesday book 
ÅSt Bees Registers, Furness Couchers- see Sykes 
Project 
Å(manorial records and Millom Registers are later)

ÅBuildings:  Millom Castle, Holy Trinity Church

ÅArchaeological/Metal Detectorist Finds

ÅMaps



KEY SECONDARY SOURCES
ÅA Perambulation of Cumberland 1687-1688, Thomas Denton 
ÅT.N. Postlethwaite, 1899 Huddlestonsof Millom, The North Lonsdale 

Magazine and Furness Miscellany, vol 3.
ÅRev W.S. Sykes: CWAAS Transactions + notebooks - Sykes Project
ÅMillom Castle and the Hudlestons. H. S. COWPER, CWAAS Transactions 1924, 

vol 24.
ÅMillom Castle, Rev Canon Knowles, CWAAS Transactions, 1870, Vol 1.
ÅThe Church of the Holy Trinity, Millom. Notes by MARY C. FAIR CWAAS 

Transactions, 1937, Vol 37. 
ÅMillom Families Part II, Roy Huddleston, CWAAS Transactions, Vol 93.
ÅThe Millom District, A History, Frank Warriner, 1932.
ÅMillom People and Places, Frank Warriner, 1937.
ÅSee, also, 70 links at bottom of website front page 





DOMESDAY BOOK (1086)



MANOR OF HOUGUN: Wikipedia



TRANSLATION
HougunManor Earl Tosti had four carucates rateable to 
the geld. In Chiluestreuiciii c., Sourebiiii c., Hietuniiii
c., Daltuneii c., Warte ii c., Neutunvi c., Walletunvi c., 
Suntunii c., Fordebodeleii c., Rosse vi c., Hert ii c., Lies 
vi c., Alia Lies ii c., Glassertunii c., Steintun ii c., 
Clivertuniiii c., Ouregraveiii c., Meretun iiii c., 
Pennigetunii c., Gerleuuordeii c., Borch vi c., 
Beretsiegeiiii c., Witinghamiiii c., Bodeleiiii c., 
Santacherchei c., Hougenaivi c.. All these villsbelong 
to Hougun.



DISPUTE
ÅHougenai= Millom Castle or Walney Island

ÅHougun= Millom or High Haume, Furness

ÅBootle (Bodele), Whicham (Witingham) and 
Kirksanton(Santacherche) not disputed so why is 
Millom?



ORIGINS OF NAME

ÅPossibly changed from Hougenaito Millum with Godard de 
Boyvillwho changed his name to Godard de Millum c.1096 
when he was given the area

ÅMillum: OE mill-ham meaning mill house or mill farm

ÅMylum: OE MylnumςΨŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƭΩΚ ό/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘƛƎ ςleat
suggesting mill near castle); also mill at Beck Farm

ÅMellum: ON that which is between (Duddon and Irish Sea)?

ÅMel Holmr: OE the sandy isle in the creek



MILLOM SEIGNIORY: Eskto Duddon to 
Haverigg(1774)



LORDS OF MILLOM SEIGNIORY
ÅWilliam the Conqueror gave the Seigniory to Roger de Poitevin

Å1083 Roger in rebellion ςlands taken off him.

Å1087 William II gave it to Ivo de Tallebois

ÅLǾƻΩǎ ǿƛŘƻǿ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ wŀƴǳƭŦ ƭŜ Mechin

Å²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ wŀƴǳƭŦΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜǎ ƛƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƘƛƳ wŀƴǳƭŦΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǘŜƴŀƴǘΣ DƻŘŀǊŘ ŘŜ Boiville.

ÅAssumed as thanks for his help, Ranulf gave Godard Seigniory

ÅGodard changed his name to de Millum

Å5Ŝ aƛƭƭǳƳΩǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Wƻŀƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ WƻƘƴ Hudleston1240

ÅIǳŘƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎheld it for next 500 years till 1748 when sold to Sir James 
Lowther of Whitehaven (hence why all the records are at Carlisle Archive 
under Lowther records)



ORIGINS OF CREST???????  DENTON



HUDLESTON MILLOM LORDS (500 years)

Å19 Hudlestonlords 

ÅMajority (probably all) Knights

ÅBattles/Sieges: at least, likely many more:  Falkirk; 
Caerlaverock; Bannockburn; Agincourt; Bosworth Field; Civil 
War: Lindal Moor, Cockermouth, Carlisle Sands.

ÅSheriff of Cumberland: 7th (Sir John); 9th (Sir John); 11th (Sir 
Anthony); 12th (Sir William).

Å(Most powerful period:  15th and 16th Centuries?)



MANORS/LAND OWNERSHIP
Å4 manors to begin with:  Bootle, Whicham, Chapel Sucken, Millom

ÅMillom main one

ÅFurther sub-manors:  Corney, Waberthwaite, Whitbeck, Thwaites, 
Ulpha

Å1646 records give an idea of what still owned (314 tenancies):
Å88 tenancies in Millom Above; 
Å70 in Chapelsucken; 
Å60 in Bootle; 
Å39 in Ulpha; 
Å29 in Corney; 
Å22 in Millom Below; 
Åand 6 in Monks Moor.  



THOMAS DENTON 1687-88

ÅMILLOM 480

ÅUlpha/Thwaites 420

ÅWhicham 445 (Gallowcroft, Satterton)

ÅWhitbeck 435

ÅBootle 555 (Leakleynow Seaton, Scogger-Barr)

ÅCorney 480 (Middletonplace)

ÅWaberthwaite375 (Eskmeales, Grey-maines)



MILLOM CASTLE Buck Engraving 1739



Origins of Castle
ÅLikely Godard de Boyville/de Millum built Manor House c. 1134

ÅMay have been wooden motte and bailey and possibly event some sort of Roman 
fort

Å14th Century Scottish raids(1316 and 1322) ςWhicham parsonage destroyed, 
down as far as Duddon ςŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ aƛƭƭƻƳ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘΦ .ǳǘ Hudlestonat 
Bannockburn (1314)

Åperhaps in response, Edward III, 24th August 1335. ά [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ WƻƘƴ ŘŜ 
Hodlestonto enclose with a dyke [moat] and crenellatehis dwelling-place of 
aƛƭƭǳƳΣ ŎƻΦ /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΦέ 

ÅNot found any evidence damaged during Wars of the Roses.

ÅLƴ мстм {ƛǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ CƭŜƳƛƴƎΥ άYƛƴƎ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ L ώмнтн-1307] gave license to Sir John 
Hudlestonfor to build Millum Castle, which stood until the late Civil Wars 
ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛǘ Χέ



KNOWLES AND DRONE



MANOR COURT: JURA REGALIA
ÅRoyal prerogatives and rights held 

by a sovereign: governance, law, or 
the collection of revenues.  Power 
over all subjects.

ÅManor courts held mainly at Millom 
Castle but also at Ulphaand Bootle: 
preserve rights of Lord, regulation 
of tenant relations, criminal affairs 
and statutory obligations.

ÅHeld at Carlisle Archives ςcopies of 
early records from 1497 can be 
found on our website: Millom 
Names Project



GALLOWS/STOCKS

ÅGallows field near Gallowbank
1867 Ordnance Survey Map

Å1860 commemorative stone, 
now at bottom of Gypsy Field 
but writing no longer eligible

ÅStocks another punishment, 
probably placed at crossroads 
near Low House Farm where 
the Knott branches off 



COURTESY ARMITT MUSEUM



RELIGION
ÅRoman Catholic church played a major role in Medieval England

ÅInfluenced virtually every aspect of the lives of individuals, with the 
teachings of the church and its rituals, and a strong belief in god.

ÅPeople believed that they would be judged by God according to their 
sins and would go to either heaven or hell

ÅMonasteries and priories were powerful, owning lots of land, much of 
which came from the gifts of lords, with the promise of prayers for the 
salvation of the souls of those departed. 

ÅGave a lot of land to Furness Abbey and St Bees ςsee Sykes Project



HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
ÅWilliam I ordered building of 

monasteries and churches (as well 
as castles)
ÅParish church was a private church 

built and endowed by the lord of 
the manor, who also nominated 
the parish priest. 
ÅIt was a central feature of the 

manor.
ÅMary Fair (1874-1955): Godard de 

Boyvillemid 12th Century
ÅKing John (1199-1216) silver penny 

was found by a local metal 
detectorist



LATE 12THCENTURY: DOORWAY, PISCINA



HUDDLESTON AISLE, FONT 14th CENTURY



SALTERN: TITHE MAP 1774 (Salthouse Road)

Salt important commodity.  
Charters: land given to Furness 
Abbey 1273 & 1287, salt works ς
Salthouse Road/Salthouse Farm 
(2 others nearby).  Managed by 
monks from Furness Abbey. 

Description of process in 

Sykes Snippets on website



PILGRIMAGES:  AMPULLAE. David Hartley

Pilgrimages common in Medieval Times.  
Ampullae are small flasks usually made of 
lead which were used to hold holy water 
or oil. They were often bought by pilgrims 
at shrines, and could be tied round the 
neck with string, or the contents used to 
bless fields for a good harvest.  Two 
ampullae have been found by metal 
detectorists in fields not far from Millom 
Castle. Here is one found by David Hartley



HUNTING: 1337: Alicia de Hudlestonholds 
Millom and UlphaParks; website: more info



TYPICAL MEDIEVAL MANOR
ÅManor House ςthe bigger more 

powerful
ÅChurch ςHoly Trinity
ÅWoods ςMillom Park, UlphaPark
ÅAgricultural land - sewells
ÅOrchards
ÅGardens
ÅDove Cotes
ÅMill
ÅBlacksmith
ÅVillage to house farm workers
ÅAnnual Fair





MILL?
ÅNear river ςFurnace Beck

ÅLeatςCommunity Dig ςpossible water mill

ÅBlacksmith ςCommunity finds ςlots of iron 
working slag trenches 1, 2 and 7 

ÅCharred grains - Community Dig ςurn field



THE TOWN? COWPER 1924

Mr. Sykes sends me the following note he made when at Millom. "It is 
difficult to compute the home demesne and castle grounds without a 
more accurate survey than the 25 inch map. The Holme or island 
seems to have comprised about 12 acres, of which 1 1/2 are the 
Castle within the inner moat. The rest is the ' Town' (now the farm 
buildings) and Church and Rectory. Surrounding the island was a 
lagoon of some 200 acres, perhaps more, as it seems to have been 
unbounded on the seaside and towards Burnfield and Waterblanethe 
whole land was more or less morass. The two lowest parts (I) to 
Lowhouse(2) to Gallowbank, were crossed by stepping stones of 
which the former were removed about the middle of last century, the 
latter in 1774." 





MILLOM CASTLE, NERISSA NICHOLAS, JUNE 
2025



COWPER ςDIG FINDINGS



PLENTY OF SPACE FOR HOUSES



MARKET/FAIR

ÅA charter for an annual fair over the feast of Holy Trinity, and a 
weekly Wednesday market was granted by King Henry III in 
1251 to Sir John Hudleston

ÅDiscontinued by 1700

ÅHeld near the church and castle ςthe number of coins found 
in this vicinity by local metal detectorists supports this

ÅJohn de Huddleston also granted charter for a weekly market, 
annual fair at Bootle in 1347.  Bootle market faired better,  
lasting until the mid-19th Century, with a cattle market and the 
hiring fair for servants continuing after that.



COMMUNITY DIG FINDS
VIDEO - compilation








