


PURPOSE
ÅCelebrate and acknowledge 
?ƨċŰĲќƚШƽŸƖť
ÅGlimpse his incredible 
photograph archive
ÅEncourage further research



THE HISTORY OF DUANE 
FARREN

SHARON FARREN
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2017 DIARY
2nd September:  
Had a great day, 
found a pair of 8 
footprints, looks 
like they had been 
stalking an animal.  



DISCOVERING 
ARCHIVE



TRIBUTE



SEVEN FOLDERS



850 PHOTOGRPHS





CONTEXT



BRIEF OVERVIEW
тMILLOM EVIDENCE
ÅMESOLITHIC
ÅNEOLITHIC
ÅBRONZE AGE
ÅIRON AGE





FOOTPRINTS



LOCATIONS







FORMATION
ÅWarm weather, water low enough for reed beds 
and mudflats to dry and harden having caught 
prints of whatever walked over them
ÅMud and peat тestuaries, water-logged, lack 
oxygen organic matter accumulates quicker than 
decompose
ÅOver years trapped sediments and plant material 
form thick, organic rich soil layers
ÅCan therefore get dates from layers of mudflats



FORMBY POINT
ÅRetired school teacher
ÅHeard about them in 1985
ÅFound them in 1989
ÅBeen known about since 
ΝΦΡΜќƚ
ÅUniversities know about them
ÅLeft to monitor
Å25 years
ÅOwn website, book



UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

Å6 YEAR STUDY
ÅCORE SAMPLES
ÅMATCHED WITH PRINTS
ÅDATES MESOLITHIC TO 

MEDIEVAL
ÅSEVERAL LOTS OF MUDFLATS



These photos are a remarkable record of past activity 
within a now submerged prehistoric intertidal marshland. 
Duane has captured the rich diversity of species present at 
various times. The wolf and aurochs prints are particularly 
fascinating as they represent species no longer found in the 
British Isles. The wild boar hoof prints are also a rare find. 
Much like the records from Formby Point further south, 
5ǳŀƴŜΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǾƛǾƛŘƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
species on the mudflats, all navigating the marshes on the 
same day. This remarkable documentation gives us a 
glimpse into the thriving coastal populations that existed 
before the advent of farming. Duane's dedicated work has 
added a valuable archive to the history of Millom, and it 
undoubtedly warrants further research to enhance our 
understanding of prehistoric life in Northern England.



DUDDON FORESHORE



WHAT TO LOOK 
FOR?

MUDFLATS




















