These photos are a remarkable record of
past activity within a now submerged
prehistoric intertidal marshland. Duane has
captured the rich diversity of species present
at various times. The wolf and aurochs
prints are particularly fascinating as they
represent species no longer found in the
British Isles. The wild boar hoof prints are
also a rare find. Much like the records from
Formby Point further south, Duane’s photos
vividly show the movement of several
species on the mudflats, all navigating the
marshes on the same day. This remarkable
documentation gives us a glimpse into the
thriving coastal populations that existed
before the advent of farming. Duane’s
dedicated work has added a valuable
archive to the history of Millom, and it
undoubtedly warrants further research to
enhance our understanding of prehistoric

life in Northern England. Dr Alison Burns
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Millom Footprints

"Millom Footprints" refers to prehistoric human footprints preserved in the
coastal clays of the Duddon Estuary near the Mains, Millom, Cumbria.

For many years, locals in Millom have been aware of footprints in the
clay near Millom Mains but it was only in 2017 that local historian, Duane
Farren, identified them as ancient footprints.
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Discover the foolpnnts on the Seﬂon Coast
and take a glimpse into prehistoric Britain



FORMATION

AWarm weather, water low enough for reed beds
and mudflats to dry and harden having caught
prints of whatever walked over them

AMud and peatr estuaries, waterlogged, lack
oxygen organic matter accumulates quicker than
decompose

AOver years trapped sediments and plant material
form thick, organic rich soll layers

ACan therefore get dates from layers of mudflats
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ASEVERAL LOTS OF MUDFLATS

Dr Alison Burns



These photos are a remarkable record of past activity
within a now submerged prehistoric intertidal marshland.
Duane has captured the rich diversity of species present at
various times. The wolf and aurochs prints are particularly
fascinating as they represent species no longer found in the
British Isles. The wild boar hoof prints are also a rare find.
Much like the records from Formby Point further south,
5dzl ySQa LIK2U02a OADARfE & aKz2g
species on the mudflats, all navigating the marshes on the
same day. This remarkable documentation gives us a
glimpse into the thriving coastal populations that existed
before the advent of farming. Duane's dedicated work has
added a valuable archive to the history of Millom, and it
undoubtedly warrants further research to enhance our
understanding of prehistoric life in Northern England.
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