
MEDIEVAL 

HUNTING 
Jan Bridget  



Bayeaux  tapestry Pre 1066: Harold Godwinson, 

hunting  

 



The Battle of Hastings 1066, 

performed by Marriot Edgar  

 



Godwinson Family  



Tostig Godwinson (1029 -1066) 

»Anglo -Saxon Earl of Northumbria 

(included Cumberland and Millom)  

»Died at Battle of Stamford Bridge 

fighting against his brother Harold in 

1066 

»Harold crowned king,  

»Norman invasion Harold killed at 

Battle of Hastings,1066.  



DEER PARKS 
»Status symbol, hunting ground, timber source  

»Became popular in Britain after the Norman 
Conquest of the 11th century  

»Most parks created between 1200 and 1350 

»Once over 3,000 deer parks across England, 
Scotland and Wales . 

»Creating a park elite privilege, royal licence to 
empark  

»Enclosing a park costly , time -consuming and 
disruptive process. Designed to keep intruders 
out and animals in, park boundaries usually 
comprised inner ditches and outer banks 
surmounted by a palisade or wall . 

»Series of laws to stop commoners killing deer  
 
 



King John (1166 -1216):  1/3 rd England 

Royal Forest; penalties major income 

for king.  Coin found by Josh Carr  



King Henry 3 rd (1216-1272) 

Forest Charter 1225  
 

»Henry 3 rd reduced the area of the royal forest 

and banned  capital punishments for forest 

offences eg  poaching and hunting the 

protected deer  Thereby granted rights to all free 

men including use of birds of prey for hawking  

»Hawking  became important means of catching 

game and popular sport  

»Grand hunting parties hosted by kings and lords, 

hawking became essential element of personal 

prestige  



Henry VII: 1485 Act  

made unauthorized hunting in prívate  

forests a felony punishable by death if 

the offence was committed at night or if 

the poachers had disguised or obscured 

their faces to prevent themselves from 

being identified; but if it was done in the 

daytime and without a disguise, it was 

only a trespass punishable by fine or 

imprisonment .  

 



King Henry VII ( 1485 ð1509)  

Josh Carr  



Unlike boar and stag hunting, 

falconry did not involve a face -to-

face encounter with a dangerous 

and panicked animal, so it was a 

much safer sport for respectable 

medieval ladies to participate in: 

less physically demanding, less 

rushed, and less bloody . Danièle  
Cybulskie  

 



Queen Elizabeth 1 st (1558 ð 1603) 

"The Booke  of Huntingò The British 

Library  



Queen Elizabeth 1 st (1558 ð 

1603) Josh Carr  



Medieval Banquets  

Medieval banquets could 

last a week and were 

broken up by hunting 

games  
 

http:// www.chateau -de -

cherveux.com/accueil/medieval -banquet.html . 
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Example of Medieval Banquet, 

(Cherveux  Castle, 4 Oct 1470)  



ULPHA and MILLOM DEER 

PARKS 



Millom Manor: time line  
 

» Prior to 1066 Tostig Godwinson Earl of Northumberland  

» King William 1 st  King William 2 nd  King Henry 1 st  

» c.1120 Henry 1 st gave Barony of Copeland to William le 
Meschines   

» William le Meschines  gave Millom Manor to Godard de 
Boyville  who became known as Godard de Millum ; 

» De Millum  family owned Manor and castle for about 100 
years till c. 1240 when Joan de Boyville  married John 
Huddleston  

» Huddlestonõs owned Millom Manor and Castle for next 
500 years  

» Annual fair/weekly market Charter Millom Manor from 
King Henry 3 rd  1251 

» Probably same time Millom and Ulpha  Deer Parks set up  

» 1774 sold to Sir James Lowther of Whitehaven  

» 1802 Lord Lowther disparked , 207 (?) deer killed  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Notes on the history of Ulpha , Mary 

Fair, Transactions Vol 50,1950  

schedule of the property of Alicia 

de Hudleston , widow of Sir 

Richard de Hudleston  (Inquis. 

1337), in which it is stated: -  

"Alice holds the Manor of Millom 

of the said John (her son) . . . 

including a Park and another 

Park called Ulpha ." 



Ulpha  Park 

 



 

 

 

 

A Vertebrate Fauna of 

Lakeland, Hugh Alexander 

McPherson, 1892   quotes 

Denton writing c. 1610  

 

  

 

ôMr Hudleston , the present Lord of 

Millum , and diverse of his 

ancestors, have made there a 

park enclosed for deer, which 

yet to this day is called Uffhay . 



Some Accounts of English Deer Parks 

with notes on the management of 

deer by Evelyn Philip Shirley, 1867.   

P228 Both ancient and 
modern maps unite in 
noticing a park at Uffay, now 
called Ulpha  Park, on the 
River Duddon , on the 
borders of the county of 
Lancaster.  

 



Speed 1611  



Janson 1646  



Donald 1770  



Frith Hall Hunting Lodge, Ulpha  









Frith Hall:  

Westmorland Gazette, 2001  
» Once, the place, now a ruin, was the hunting lodge of 

the Huddlestons , leading family and squires of the Millom 

area . 

» The lodge, now no more than a tumbled ruin, is marked 
as 'Frith Hall' on the map.  

» It lies on a high ridge of the Ulpha  fells, among boulders 

and country rock scoured by ancient ice -passage of 

many thousands of years ago.  

» The dark silhouette poised against the western sky grows 

smaller as the years pass, but even these few stones still 

dominate the valley below.  

» In its prime of the 16th century, this was even more 
obvious, the towering hall a bleak reminder of those 

once -powerful, but later unfortunate, Millom Royalists.  

 

 



Samuel Jefferson, 1842  

»Hedworth  Williamson sold Ulpha  estate to 

Mr Singleton of Drigg . 

»When?  

» He married Elizabeth  Huddleston in 1748  

» (Millom Castle and manor sold 1774)  

» (He sold Ulpha  before then)  



Frith Hall Walk 
Stephe  Cove  



Millom Park  



DONALD 1770  



Handbook for Travellers in West-

morland  and Cumberland 1866 

»[Millom Castle] was once 

surrounded by a fine park, 

which has been converted into 

arable and pasture land . 



1750 Map of Field Names  



Old Park Bottom  


